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KErORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1946.  It  will  be  my  last  report.  The  Ripponden 
Urban  District,  after  the  union  of  the  three  districts  of 
Soyland,  Rishworth  and  Barkisland,  has  existed  as  such  since 
1st  April,  1937.  1  have  been  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  for  fully  twenty  years,  half  the  time  to  the  three 
separate  districts  and  the  other  half  to  the  joint  district  of 
Ripponden.  Now  a  full  time  Medical  Officer  has  been 
appointed  for  Ripponden  and  neighbouring  districts  and  my 
office  ceases. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  13,240  acres.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houses  (according  to  the  rate  books)  was  1,787. 
The  number  of  Council  houses  is  40.  The  population  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  is  4,933.  The  Year  Book  gives  it 
(estimated)  as  5,277.  The  statistics  are  based  on  the  former. 

Some  of  the  cotton  mills  have  closed.  The  workers  show 
less  tendency  to  take  up  cotton  work.  There  is  more 
engineering  and  motor  haulage. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Births  are  those  registered  from  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  1946.  The  total  births  were  93- — 45  male  and 
48  female,  including  one  illegitimate  female  birth.  This  gives 
a  rate  of  18.9  per  1,000  population  and  compares  with  an 

Aggregate  West  Riding  Urban  Districts  rate  of  19.5  and  an 

England  and  Wales  rate  of  19.1.  In  the  previous  year  the 


rate,  which  I  said  seemed  to  be  falling,  was  only  12.1.  There 
were  3  Still  Births,  all  legitimate.  1  believe  that  if  more  houses 
were  available,  the  birth-rate  would  be  higher. 

Deaths. — The  total  Deaths  were  74  comprising  39  males 
and  35  females.  The  Death-rate  is  therefore  15.0  per  1,000 
estimated  population.  This  is  comparatively  high  comparing 
again  with  an  Aggregate  W.R.  Urban  Districts  rate  of  12.4 
and  an  England  and  Wales  rate  of  11.5.  In  1945  the  Death- 
rate  was  13.9. 

Causes  of  Death. — There  were  no  deaths  from  the  more 
common  diseases  except  one  from  Measles.  Causes  included : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  2 

Cancer .  8 

Syphilitic  disease  .  1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  10 

Heart  diseases  .  27 

Other  Diseases  of  circulatory  system  3 

Bronchitis  .  3 

Pneumonia  .  2 

Nephritis  .  2 

Suicides  .  3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  .  2 

Other  violent  causes  .  2 

Other  causes  .  9 

There  were  3  legitimate  Still  Births. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  3^ears  of  age. 

Ages  at  Death. — There  was  one  death  of  an  infant  under 
1  3^ear,  one  at  5  years  and  one  at  22.  There  were  18  other 
deaths  under  60;  21  between  60  and  under  70;  24  between 
70  and  under  80,  whilst  9  lived  to  be  over  80.  There  were 
10  Inquests  and  3  Post  Mortems. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 42  cases  were  notified.  Of  these 
20  were  Measles  and  16  Whooping  Cough.  There  were  3  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  of  Paratyphoid  B  and  one  of  Acute 
Influenzal  Pneumonia.  The  Scarlet  Fever  and  Paratyphoid  B 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  a  cost  of 


Tuberculosis. — Two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  notilied.  Five  of  the  Respiratory  type  were  removed 
and  one  restored  to  the  Register. 

Scabies. — There  was  one  case  of  Scalues  treated  at  home. 
We  are  not  troubled  by  Flea-infestation  in  the  district. 

Nuisance  Inspections  (not  including  Flousing  Inspections). 
These  numbered  26.  Six  needed  abatement  and  were  all  dealt 
with  in  1946.  Six  informal  notices  being  served  and  complied 
with.  Other  details  of  Sanitation,  etc.,  will  be  found  in 
Table  C.  (in  the  preparation  of  which  I  was  largely  helped 
by  Mr.  Sharpies  and  Mr.  Flolroyd). 

I  shall  leave  a  copy  with  the  Council.  I  shall  send  another 
copy  to  the  Ministry  and  one  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


A.  J.  W.  STEPHEN,  M.B.,  Ch.P>.,  D.P.H. 


D 


